
 

 
 
 

 
 

The Honorable [Name] 
[Address 1] 
[Address 2] 
Raleigh, North Carolina [Zip] 

Friday, March 27, 2020 
 
Dear  
 
I respectfully submit this feedback in response to your request for input on how best to respond with 
emergency legislative measures to address issues facing families and businesses as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This feedback is submitted on behalf of members and partners of the North 
Carolina Alliance for Health, a statewide, non-partisan coalition that convenes, mobilizes, supports, and 
empowers partners to advance equitable policies that reduce health disparities, prevent chronic disease, 
and promote health. 
 
Additional context for our recommendations are attached. In short, we recommend that the State: 

● provide an additional $6 million in immediate funding to every Feeding the Carolinas food bank 
in North Carolina; 

● support our farmers by keeping farmers markets open, allocating additional resources to help 
farmers meet CDC health and safety recommendations, and provide funding for emergency 
payments; 

● continue to submit waiver requests to USDA to maximize SNAP and WIC funding and flexibility 
and take other actions to expand access to SNAP and WIC; 

● provide funding to child nutrition programs, providing maximum flexibility for the funds to be 
used to purchase food or for general operational needs; 

● close the health insurance coverage gap to ensure all North Carolinians have access to care; and 
● take steps to ensure all North Carolinians have access to broadband and technology allowing 

them to work or study from home. 
 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to me at 919.308.8800 or morgan@ncallianceforhealth.org should 
you have any questions or need additional information. 
 
Thank you for your leadership during this uncertain time.  
 
Warmly, 
 
 
 
Morgan Wittman Gramann 
Executive Director 
 

5001 South Miami Boulevard | Suite 300 | Durham, North Carolina 27703 
www.ncallianceforhealth.org 

919.463.8329 



Feeding the Carolinas Food Banks 
We ask the State to provide an additional $6 million in immediate funding to every Feeding the Carolinas 
food bank in North Carolina. This funding must be flexible to allow food banks to purchase the additional 
food required to respond to the crisis due to the closing of schools and layoffs caused by the appropriate 
government required closings. In addition, these funds should help support the management, storage, 
and transportation of these critical food resources along with additional labor required to manage the 
additional need and loss of volunteer resources created by required social distancing and the protection 
of older adults (a large pool of community volunteers) from exposure. 
 
Feeding the Carolinas is a network of ten-member food banks that provide health and consistent food 
support to every county in North Carolina. The food banks also support more than 3,700 local charitable 
agencies, which provide food directly to those who need it. The Feeding the Carolinas network typically 
provides food to 2.6 million North Carolinians facing hunger each year. The COVID-19 pandemic is 
expected to, and already has, significantly increased the number of North Carolinians experiencing food 
insecurity. It is critical that the State provide Feeding the Carolinas with immediate and flexible funding 
to allow them to continue to provide food to those who need it. 
 
 
Farmers and Farmers Markets 
To support our farmers, we ask the State to: 

● work with local officials to ensure farmers markets remain open; 
● allocate additional resources to helping farmers comply with CDC recommendations to ensure 

the health and safety of farmworkers; 
● advocate for a federal disaster declaration and do so based on revenue losses rather than 

production losses; 
● utilize funds for a Disaster Loss Program similar to the one instituted for losses caused by 

Hurricanes Michael and Florence, and allow emergency payments to be based on 
documentation of revenue for farms that do not have crop reports on file with FSA; 

● buy down interest rates for federal emergency loans; 
● create no-interest loan pools to cover the interest of FSA emergency loans; and 
● create bridge loan programs. 

 

Social distancing strategies are necessary to control the spread of this dangerous virus. Small and 
mid-sized farms that sell directly to consumers, restaurants, and farm-to-school are losing business as a 
result, pushing many to the edge of failure. The conventional farm safety net does not help these 
producers or the food hubs and other local food businesses they work with. Meanwhile, thousands of 
people have been laid off, and the need for emergency support–including food– is growing daily. These 
farms and businesses can play an important role in ensuring and expanding access to fresh, healthy 
foods during this public health crisis. But it can’t happen without emergency support. 
 
 
SNAP and WIC 
We ask the State to continue to submit waiver requests to USDA to maximize SNAP and WIC funding and 
flexibility and take other actions to expand access to SNAP and WIC. Specifically, we request that the 
State: 

● provide emergency supplemental SNAP benefits to any participating SNAP household; 
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● provide meal-replacement benefits through SNAP for households with children who would 
otherwise receive free- or reduced-price meals through P-EBT;  

● submit any other waiver requests to USDA and take advantage of any flexibility as permitted by 
future federal relief packages; 

● take steps and provide funding to implement the Elderly Supplemental Assistance Project (ESAP) 
as soon as possible. 

 
Nearly 1.3 million North Carolinians receive SNAP. Of those, almost 63% are in families with children and 
more than 29% are in families with elderly or disabled members. These are also the North Carolinians 
being most impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. As businesses continue to close and schools remain 
shuttered, the number of North Carolinians who qualify for and rely on SNAP and WIC for food will 
continue to grow. The State must take every step to provide maximum benefits and flexibility and 
expand access to these critical programs. 
 
 
Child Nutrition Programs 
We ask the State to provide funding to child nutrition programs, providing maximum flexibility for the 
funds to be used to purchase food or for general operational needs.  
 
Now, more than ever, child nutrition programs across the state are a critical way to ensure our children 
have access to food. Child nutrition programs are utilizing the seamless summer meal program waiver 
which allows some flexibility, but the federal funding is inadequate for the cost of food, labor, and 
transport. Lack of funding necessitates that the programs offer fewer meal sites and methods of delivery 
and is particularly challenging for rural communities. School closures have also left these programs 
without income from paid meals, sales of a la carte items, and fee for service opportunities.  
 
 
Access to Care 
We ask the State to close the health insurance coverage gap to ensure all North Carolinians have access 
to care.  
 
Too many North Carolinians living in the coverage gap will be disproportionately impacted by Covid-19. 
If they become sick, they will lack the insurance to cover their medical costs. The Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act does not cover treatments, so people living in the coverage gap may be 
deterred from seeking treatment or face crippling medical bills. Many of those who are uninsured work 
in public-facing professions, with higher risks of contracting or transmitting the virus. There will also be a 
greater burden on North Carolina health providers as they work to provide necessary medical treatment 
without receiving compensation, particularly those in rural areas. 

 
 
Broadband and Access to Technology 
We ask the State to take steps to ensure all North Carolinians have access to broadband and technology 
allowing them to work or study from home. Specifically, we request: 

● amend funding for the GREAT Program to provide $30 million over 5 years; 
● pass the FIBER NC Act to remove barriers that prevent or inhibit local governments from 

partnering with private providers; 
● ensure all students have access to a computer; and 
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● increase access to technology for small businesses, including farms, who are adjusting to provide 
virtual services. 

 
High speed internet is critical now, more than ever, to allow employees to work from home, students to 
continue their studies, businesses to transition their operations, and patients to receive telemedicine. It 
is imperative that the State remove barriers that prevent or inhibit local governments from partnering 
with private providers to bring better service to residents and businesses. The State must allow local 
governments to accept federal and nonprofit grants to make broadband-related investments, which 
they cannot receive under current law. These would include grants from the USDA and Golden LEAF 
Foundation. Additionally, these needs are urgent, so funding is needed immediately to allow this 
infrastructure to be put into place. Furthermore, resources such as computers and tablets should be 
provided to all students who do not have access to them. Students will not be able to participate in 
virtual learning without access to this equipment. 
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