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House Bill 259 Protects Workers and the Public
From the Dangers of Secondhand Smoke

North Carolina state law regulates and licenses occupations, businesses, trades, professions, and
forms of amusement or entertainment and prohibits those that may be inimical to the public

health, welfare, or safety. NC G.S. 160A-21

North Carolina state law . . .

norderto. ..

Requires State agencies to establish a written
program for workplace safety and health*

Ensure the safety of North Carolina state employees
in the workplace.

Regulates food safety, such as temperature
requirements, building codes, dress-code of
employees.

Protect the public and workers from exposure to food-
born illness.

Defines the qualifications of sanitarians *

Ensure the quality and consistency of restaurant
inspections.

Requires radiation training for tanning bed operators®

Reduce radiation exposure and cross-contamination
between uses of tanning beds.

Requires pharmacies to monitor and evaluate quality
of services provided to customers®

Enhance the quality of health care and reduce
medication errors.

Regulates the condition and specifications of roller
skating rinks®

Ensure the safety of recreational facilities.

Regulates garbage disposal, pest management and
linen maintenance in bed and breakfast inns.®

Reduce public exposure to poorly maintained and
unsanitary conditions.

Requires tattoo parlors to sanitize equipment and
prohibits tattoo parlors from coming in contact with
blood or providing services to visibly ill customers.’

Protect the public and employees from exposure to
blood-born pathogens

Regulates the use of paints, movie-screen materials,
and sprinkler systems.?

Protect the public and workers from risk and injury due
to fire.

It is time to protect working people from the healt

h risk of secondhand smoke...

According to the US Surgeon General, there is NO safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke.’
Every year secondhand smoke causes the deaths of 35,000 Americans.? In North Carolina, 1,220 to
2,180 adults, children and babies die each year from others' smoking.*°

As little as thirty minutes of exposure can trigger a heart attack in someone with heart disease or risk

factors for heart disease.™

The CDC warns, "...all patients at risk of coronary heart disease or with known coronary artery disease
should be advised to avoid all indoor environments that permit smoking".
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Working People Deserve Safe and Healthy
Workplaces—Eliminate Secondhand Smoke!!
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