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Membership Meeting Minutes

October 4, 2010; 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm



Attendees:

Betsy Vetter (AHA)
Steve Shore (NC Pediatric Society)

Peg O’Connell (Fuquay Solutions)

Gary Gardner (BeActive NC)
Ruth Petersen (DPH)

Christine Weason (ACS)

Lee Storrow (AHA)

Chris Mackey (NC Office on Disability and Health)

Cathy Thomas (Physical Activity and Nutrition Branch-DPH)

Judy Marino (NCAAHPERD)

Nathan Acosta (NCAAHPERD)

Alexander White (HDSP/DPH)

Willona Stallings (NC Council of Churches)

Margaret Brake (Division of MHDDSAS)

Jessica Gerdes (DPH)

Elisabeth Constandy (DPH-Tobacco Prevention & Control)

Ann Staples (DPH-Tobacco Prevention & Control)

Kristie Thompson (ESMM)

Cameron Graham (HWTF)

Laura Gerald (HWTF)

Anna Bess Brown (March of Dimes)

Olympia Friday (BeActive NC)

Richard Rosen (SmokeFree Guilford)

Lindsay McCall (NC Harm Reduction Coalition)

John Dervin (Governor’s Office)

Kari Barsness (Governor’s Office)

Chuck Stone (SEANC)

Roxanne Leopper (First Health of Carolinas)

Staff Present:

Pam Seamans

Kacie Kennedy



Meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by chair, Betsy Vetter.

Welcome and Introductions 

The Chair welcomed everyone and noted that meeting documents were available at the end table.  Members introduced themselves to the group.  On Thursday, October 7th, 2010 Pam and Betsy will be traveling to Greensboro for Pam to receive the 2010 Individual Eagle Award for Improving Health in North Carolina Communities given by the North Carolina Alliance for Healthy Communities. Pam noted that the work behind this award was a group effort. 

Approval of Minutes 

Secretary, Chuck Stone, presented the minutes from the June 6 membership meeting. 
Motion to approve minutes as corrected by Chuck Stone and second by Peg O’Connell. Motion Adopted.
Treasurer’s Report 

Steve Shore presented the Treasurer’s report and stated that the Alliance is in good financial status at this point.  Steve stated that the Pediatric Society Foundation has served as the fiscal agent for NCAH since 2003.  Before continuing, he noted a correction to the financial report, line 4700, year 2008 should read $150,000 which then increases the total grant funding to $277,625 and the total income to NCAH over the past several years has been $432,345.  Since the Pediatric Society Foundation became the fiscal agent, the Alliance has had a successful record of grant funding and $226,000 from unrestricted general donations and membership fees. 
Steve introduced the issue of continued funding as we approach the 2011 session of the General Assembly.  Pam then stated that the Robert Woods Johnson Foundation (RWJF) has decreased staff, and grant funding has decreased due to the recession.  Not only does this impact funding from RWJF, but funds provided from CTFK, ANR and similar groups which also receive funding from RWJF.  The Alliance has applied for grant funds for obesity from several groups, but many are reluctant to become involved in advocacy/policy issues.  Steve noted that while we have funds for the next 6-7 months, we need additional funding to continue.
The Executive Committee is investigating a contract lobbyist for the 2011 session of the General Assembly at an estimated cost of $15,000.  NCAH may also need media buys to defend HB 2 or support of an increase in the cigarette/tobacco excise tax.  Steve encouraged everyone to continue their dues and consider increasing donations.  Grant possibilities, particularly for obesity policy efforts, will be limited through the long session of the General Assembly.  
The Pediatric Society Foundation has received only very limited funding for serving as the NCAH fiscal agent.  The Executive Committee recently voted to pay 10% of all Alliance unrestricted funds to the NC Peds Foundation with a subsequent annual increase of 1% per year until a maximum of 15% per year is reached in exchange for the Peds Foundation serving as fiscal agent.  This is designed to reimburse actual expenses for administering the finances and paying for the necessary audits, which would cost the Alliance a significant sum if we operated as an individual entity.
Betsy noted that she has put in a request to AHA for $5,000 to help cover additional Alliance lobbying costs; she recognized that AHA has been able to give more in the past, but because of the current financial situations, she had to be realistic when asking for funds.  She also noted that AHA has already committed $2,500 and will revisit giving more in the spring.  Betsy also encouraged all other members to approach their organizations for donations, because you never know until you ask.

Christine Weason stated that ACS has in the past provided grants for media campaigns and that she has started work on trying to secure funds through a substantial grant from ACS Can for media concerning the excise tax.

Alexander White also spoke about work with the sodium initiative and stated that he would personally look into finding opportunities where the Alliance can link up to work with other groups.
Pam stated that the Alliance can offer to its members the use of the organization as a policy agency.  She said that the Alliance could offer help if groups considered writing the use of NCAH services into their grants to help the Alliance fund what it needs to do.  Pam also noted that this is the first time that the Alliance has approached a long session without having significant funding already pledged to the organization; she stated that it has happened before with the short session, but it is unknown how the Alliance will do through a long session without pledged funding.

Steve spoke about the recent decision made by the executive committee to comply with NC Pediatric Society’s request to be reimbursed for its fiscal agent services.  He noted that the committee agreed that the Alliance would give 10% of all nonrestricted funds that come through the Alliance to the NC Pediatric Society.  The Alliance will increase the amount that is given to the NC Pediatric Society  by 1% for 5 years, until the 15% maximum is reached.

Motion to accept Treasurer’s Report by Peg O’Connell and second by Christine Weason.  

Motion Adopted

Pam developed a handout, “Benefits of Membership with the NC Alliance for Health,” which details the value to organizations for financial support.
Membership Report:

Nominating Committee

Chuck Stone presented the proposed slate of officers on behalf of the Nominating Committee and explained the nomination process.  The original slate was modified since Annie Thornhill, of NC Prevention Partners, had to withdraw her name due to some new job assignments.  Nominations may also be made from the floor during the Membership Meeting.  

Current nominations include:
Chair: Betsy Vetter (American Heart Association)

Vice Chair: Christine Weason (American Cancer Society)

Secretary: Chuck Stone (State Employees Association of NC)

Treasurer: Steve Shore (NC Pediatric Society Foundation)

Obesity Chair: Roxanne Leopper (First Health of the Carolinas)

Tobacco Chair: Peg O’Connell (Fuquay Solutions)

At Large: (5)

Laura Aiken (Wake Med)

Leah Devlin (Retired Director of NC Department of Public Health )
Willona Stallings (NC Council of Churches)

Laurie Stradley (BeActive North Carolina)-Fundraising Chair

Fifth At-Large Seat (Vacant)

Chuck moved acceptance of the slate. Motion made to amend the slate by Dr. Dick Rosen to nominate Bill Smith to the 5th At-Large seat on the Alliance Executive Committee. The motion to approved the slate as amended was seconded by Peg O’Connell. Motion was adopted.
Sample Questions for Candidates
Betsy Vetter explained that the Alliance does encourage people to vote and be involved in the election process.  Pam developed a handout including questions which might be asked of candidates during the elections to promote NCAH issues including the cigarette tax and child nutrition.  Steve Shore noted that early voting generally begins October 14, but it may vary by county.  The State board of Elections has additional information on its website.

Nathan Acosta (NCAAHPERD) asked if e-cards were still available on the website. Betsy stated that they were and explained that the cards are available on the website for you to send out for a number of holidays and special occasions.

December 6 Meeting
Pam reported that the December meeting will review Alliance priorities with a draft to be posted on the website prior to that meeting.  Legislators are already asking what NCAH priorities will be for the 2011 session.  The March meeting would be somewhat late to set priorities, so this needs to be done at the December meeting.
Committee Reports

Tobacco Prevention Policy Committee- Peg O’Connell, Chair

The Tobacco Prevention Policy Committee identified four issues the Alliance is tracking:
1. Support and encourage an increase in the cigarette tax by $1.00/pack raising approx. $335 million dollars (another $50m + if tax on other tobacco products raised to an equivalent level). Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids ran two weeks of ads on the value of increasing the tax in May of 2010.  After General Assembly reconvened in 2010, a report by a national economist showed that cigarette taxes are a reliable source of revenues.  South Carolina has now increased their cigarette tax by $.50 and overrode a gubernatorial veto to do so.
2. Protect and defend House Bill 2, which may come under attack.

3. Support evidence-based tobacco cessation programs such as Quitline and seek expansion of these programs.
4. Support the reinstatement of the cigarette stamp: With the exception of NC, SC and North Dakota, states use a tax stamp to avoid smuggling and ensure taxes are collected.  Cigarette smuggling has been used to fund terrorist activities and criminal activities. Cigarette stamps also help reduce underage smoking. 

The excise tax will be a priority item for the Alliance this coming session as a mechanism to address the state’s large budget deficit. Discussions have already begun with key legislators, executive branch officials, and various media.  A meeting has also been scheduled with DHHS Secretary, Lanier Cansler, since smoking related illness cost Medicaid more than $500,000,000 per year.
Letters were sent to legislative candidates asking for their support for increasing the cigarette tax, and asking them to sign the NCAH resolution.  Organizations are requested to sign the resolution as well, and Betsy asked that Alliance members sign as individuals, as well as asking their organizations to sign.

There will be a post-election strategy meeting after the elections on November 15th from 1 to 4 at AHA to identify threats to HB2 and develop additional strategies on the tobacco tax increase.

Members from the Tobacco Control Branch reported on the legal cases challenging HB2.  The office has been working on model language for local ordinances for municipalities and county governments.  In protecting HB2 from threats, the office has much positive data regarding implementation of HB2.  Smoke-free restaurants and bars are popular in North Carolina.  For the one year anniversary, communities will be encouraged to have celebratory events similar to those held at the time of adoption of HB 2.  Peg noted that the implementation of this bill was outstanding and the number of complaints has been minimal.  ANR shared with Pam that they consider the passage and implementation of HB 2 to be a big success.  HB2 has served as a model of success for other states.
The Tobacco Control Branch has a training session on December 10 on enactment of local ordinances.  Betsy reported that work is also continuing on making Wake County parks tobacco-free.  Mecklenburg Smoke-Free is working on these issues as well.  The General Assembly needs to know that support from the Health and Wellness Trust Fund has been critical in supporting Quitline and nicotine replacement therapy.  

Christine Weason asked if there was any effort to pull together data from all areas of North Carolina about going smoke free. Elisabeth Constandy (DPH-Tobacco Prevention and Control Branch) answered by stating that DPH is working to pull together a survey to roll out to all 525 municipalities and 100 counties to get feedback.  They hope to have this out by December.
Ruth Petersen stated she thought it is important that we continue to work to make all worksites and public places smoke free and that we need to remember that it is also important to provided tools for those individuals who want to quit smoking.

Dr. Rosen gave an update on Smoke-Free Guilford activities.  He stated that the Cone Health Foundation has made it a priority to make the parks in Guilford County smoke-free and are looking to either take the issue to the local municipal government or to the county government.  The Cone Health Foundation has been most supportive of Smoke-Free Guildford.  
Obesity Prevention Policy Committee-   Roxanne Leopper, Chair 

Roxanne reported the Obesity Prevention Committee met prior to the membership meeting.  Among the priorities identified:
1. Incrementally increase Physical Education by 1 day per week to eventually meet NASPE standards.

2. Work with the State Board of Education to establish nutrition standards for all foods sold outside the cafeteria (and the child nutrition program).

3. Set nutrition standards for state government vending machines.
4. Ban advertising of unhealthy foods in schools and state government buildings.
5. Continue to monitor progress of Complete Streets and the Healthy Environments Collaborative.

The Child Reauthorization Act is stalled in Congress because it would take funds from the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP).  Consideration may resume after the elections.  Work is still being done at the national level.
Work also continues with NCAAPHERD on fitness measurements using Fitness Gram.  This program will be in all schools and LEA’s by the end of 2011.  Current information on existing programs is available on line.
Built Environments: Sig Hutchinson, Chair
Sig thanked the Obesity Committee and the Alliance for their work on the issue of built environments.  Built environments can create a sense of community and is much better for the environment.  Encouraging healthier communities as a choice is a popular issue with legislators.  Hopefully, a ballot initiative to raise funds for transit will be available on the ballot in 2011.  When helping to promote the bill allowing for the referenda across the state, NCAH pushed to ensure that funding for bike/pedestrian pathways to transit stops would be considered an appropriate expenditure of these funds. 
Additional Business, Announcements and Adjournment

Sig noted that everyone needs to encourage people to vote.  People are also encouraged to get involved in individual campaigns to build relationships with candidates.

NCAAPHERD is having events in November and February if any Alliance members wish to have exhibits/presentations related to health and prevention. 
Betsy asked that members let the Alliance know if there were any trainings members would like see offered at future membership meetings.

The School Nurse Conference is October 18-19 in Chapel Hill and legislative leaders will hold a panel discussion.  Pam and Betsy have agreed to serve on a panel that will speak about policy during this event.
The Health and Wellness Trust Fund provided a handout on key accomplishments in tobacco prevention, obesity prevention, prescription assistance, health disparities, oral health and plans for the future.  They are looking for ways to get their message out and to explain what the Fund does and the importance of their mission.
There being no further announcements or business, the meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.
Next Alliance Membership Meeting:
Monday, December 4, 2010; 
1:30 – 3:30 p.m. at AHA

Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Chuck Stone, NCAH Secretary

